A new species, Isatis raimondoi (Brassicaceae) is described from Mt Alpi in the Pollino National Park (Basilicata, Southern Italy). Its relationships with the other species of Isatis occurring in Italy are examined.
Introduction
Isatis L. (Brassicaceae) is an Eurasian genus including 79 species (Al-Shehbaz & al. 2006) . It is one of the most difficult cruciferous genera from the taxonomic point of view (Moazzeni & al. 2010) . Some species are, in fact, highly polymorphic in fruit morphology, the structure that provide the most diagnostic character (Davis 1965) . In addition, due to the extreme variability in all morphological characters, the limits of many species are uncertain (Ball & Akeroyd 1993; Moazzeni & al. 2008) . Most, if not all, diagnostic characters used in earlier classifications are very variable and because of the unreliability of vegetative and floral characters it is difficult or impossible to identify many specimens when mature fruits are missing (Davis 1964) . The patterns of variation suggest that hybridisation may be widespread (Moazzeni & al. 2008) . Moreover, intermediate specimens are rather frequent, even between some taxa that are morphologically easily recognisable (Moazzeni & al. 2008) . In Italy, according to Conti & al. (2005) , Isatis includes three species: I. apennina Grande (= I. allioni P. W. Ball), endemic to Italy and France (south-west Alps and central Apennine), I. praecox Tratt., European taxon restricted to Lombardia, and I. tinctoria L., Asiatic species widespread in central and south Italy. Floristic investigations in the Pollino National Park (on the Lucanian side) led to the discovery of a little population consisting of individuals that show peculiar morphological characters. The study of this group resulted in the description and illustration of a species new to Science here described and discriminated from the related taxa.
Isatis raimondoi Di Grist., Scafidi & Domina, sp. nov. (Fig.1 Biennial herb. Stems erect, (30)40-90(100) cm, simple or branched above, hirsute or sparsely hairy at the base. Basal leaves simple with slender petiole shorter or approximately equaling lamina, usually withered at anthesis; lamina glaucous or green, (2)2.5-5(5.5) × (7.5)8-13 (14) cm, lanceolate-oblong to obovate-oblong, entire or repand-dentate, obtuse to subacute, attenuate into petiole, hirsute-pubescent, seldom sparsely hairy, on both surface. Cauline leaves sessile-amplexicaul, 0.5-1.5 × 3-8(9) cm, astate to oblanceolate, entire, obtuse to subacute, sparsely hairy, with rounded auricles. Inflorescence a large corymbose panicle. Pedicells slender, 0.7-1.0 cm long, patent in fruit. Sepals 2-2.5 (3) mm, erecto-patent, yellow-greenish, glabrous, with membranous margin. Petals 3-3.5(4) mm, obovate, yellow glaborus. Silicula patent, 4-6 × 11-13 mm, elliptical or elliptical-obovate, rounded or emarginate at apex, tapering or rounded at base, glabrous; central rib simple, slender to prominent.
Biological form: Biennial hemicryptophyte.
Phenology: Flowering June. Fruiting in July.
Distribution and ecology: Isatis raimondoi, occurs exclusively on Mt Alpi (Latronico, Potenza province), within the Pollino National Park (Fig. 2 & 3 Taxonomic relationships: Isatis raimondoi strictly differs from the other Mediterranean species of Isatis by bearing the silicules patent rather than pendulous. The diagnostic characters with the other species of Isatis occurring in Italy are summarized in Table 1 and Fig. 4 . Isatis raimondoi is taxonomically close to I. tinctoria but differs from it by the rounded (not acute) auricles of the cauline leaves and the short silicula with a ratio length/width of 2.1-2.75 instead than 4.8-5.3.
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